
Exposition
Introduce the setting 
and main character

Rising Action
What conflicts does the 
main character face?

Climax
What do the conflicts and tension 
lead up to? What is the turning 
point for the main character?

Falling Action
How do we arrive at a 
resolution?

Resolution
How does it all end?

ELEMENTS OF A NARRATIVE ARC
Here is a basic illustration of a narrative or story arc. Map out your story below.

Exposition

Rising Action

Climax

Falling Action

Resolution


